
Selected portions of HR 6197, Reauthorizing the Older Americans 
Act, that relate to civic engagement: 
 
Sec. 101 Definitions     (46) The term `civic engagement' means an 
individual or collective action designed to address a public concern or an unmet 
human, educational, health care, environmental, or public safety need. 
 
Title II,  Sec. 202    Functions of the Assistant Secretary  
 
(c) The Assistant Secretary, in consultation with the Chief Executive 
Officer of the Corporation for National and Community Service, shall-- 

(1) encourage and permit volunteer groups (including organizations 
carrying out national service programs and including organizations 
of youth in secondary or postsecondary school) that are active in 
supportive services and civic engagement to participate and be 
involved individually or through representative groups in supportive 
service and civic engagement programs or activities to the 
maximum extent feasible; 
(2) develop a comprehensive strategy for utilizing older individuals 
to address critical local needs of national concern, including the 
engagement of older individuals in the activities of public and 
nonprofit organizations such as community-based organizations, 
including faith-based organizations; and 
(3) encourage other community capacity-building initiatives 
involving older individuals, with particular attention to initiatives 
that demonstrate effectiveness and cost savings in meeting critical 
needs.'; and 
(3) in subsection (e)(1)(A), by striking the semicolon at the end 
and inserting a period. 
 
--------------------------------------------------- 

 
TITLE III--GRANTS FOR STATE AND COMMUNITY PROGRAMS ON AGING 
 Sec. 301   New authority “for organizations that have experience in 
providing training, placement, and stipends for volunteers or participants who 
are older individuals (such as organizations carrying out Federal service 
programs administered by the Corporation for National and Community 
Service), in community service settings.”  (Note:  This relates to organizations 
providing supportive services as described in this title.)     
        Sec. 306   Area Plans  Civic engagement has been added to the list of 
topics to be addressed by area agencies in their annual plan.   
 
 



Title IV  Activities for Health, Independence and Longevity (new name 
for this title)  

SEC. 406. DEMONSTRATION, SUPPORT, AND RESEARCH 
PROJECTS FOR MULTIGENERATIONAL ACTIVITIES AND CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES. 

Section 417 of the Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3032f) is 
amended to read as follows: 

SEC. 417. DEMONSTRATION, SUPPORT, AND RESEARCH 
PROJECTS FOR MULTIGENERATIONAL AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
ACTIVITIES. 

(a) Grants and Contracts- The Assistant Secretary shall award grants and 
enter into contracts with eligible organizations to carry out projects to-- 

(1) provide opportunities for older individuals to participate in 
multigenerational activities and civic engagement activities 
designed to meet critical community needs, and use the full range 
of time, skills, and experience of older individuals, including 
demonstration and support projects that-- 

(A) provide support for grandparents and other older 
individuals who are relative caregivers raising children (such 
as kinship navigator programs); or 
(B) involve volunteers who are older individuals who provide 
support and information to families who have a child with a 
disability or chronic illness, or other families in need of such 
family support; and 

(2) coordinate multigenerational activities and civic engagement 
activities, promote volunteerism, and facilitate development of and 
participation in multigenerational activities and civic engagement 
activities. 

(b) Use of Funds- An eligible organization shall use funds made available 
under a grant awarded, or a contract entered into, under this section to-- 

(1) carry out a project described in subsection (a); and 
(2) evaluate the project in accordance with subsection (f). 

(c) Preference- In awarding grants and entering into contracts to carry 
out a project described in subsection (a), the Assistant Secretary shall 
give preference to-- 

(1) eligible organizations with a demonstrated record of carrying 
out multigenerational activities or civic engagement activities; 
(2) eligible organizations proposing multigenerational activity 
projects that will serve older individuals and communities with the 



greatest need (with particular attention to low-income minority 
individuals, older individuals with limited English proficiency, older 
individuals residing in rural areas, and low-income minority 
communities); 
(3) eligible organizations proposing civic engagement projects that 
will serve communities with the greatest need; and 
(4) eligible organizations with the capacity to develop meaningful 
roles and assignments that use the time, skills, and experience of 
older individuals to serve public and nonprofit organizations. 

(d) Application- To be eligible to receive a grant or enter into a contract 
under subsection (a), an organization shall submit an application to the 
Assistant Secretary at such time, in such manner, and accompanied by 
such information as the Assistant Secretary may reasonably require. 
(e) Eligible Organizations- Organizations eligible to receive a grant or 
enter into a contract under subsection (a)-- 

(1) to carry out activities described in subsection (a)(1), shall be 
organizations that provide opportunities for older individuals to 
participate in activities described in subsection (a)(1); and 
(2) to carry out activities described in subsection (a)(2), shall be 
organizations with the capacity to conduct the coordination, 
promotion, and facilitation described in subsection (a)(2), through 
the use of multigenerational coordinators. 

(f) Local Evaluation and Report- 
(1) EVALUATION- Each organization receiving a grant or a contract 
under subsection (a) to carry out a project described in subsection 
(a) shall evaluate the multigenerational activities or civic 
engagement activities carried out under the project to determine-- 

(A) the effectiveness of the activities involved; 
(B) the impact of such activities on the community being 
served and the organization providing the activities; and 
(C) the impact of such activities on older individuals involved 
in such project. 

(2) REPORT- The organization shall submit a report to the Assistant 
Secretary containing the evaluation not later than 6 months after 
the expiration of the period for which the grant or contract is in 
effect. 

(g) Report to Congress- Not later than 6 months after the Assistant 
Secretary receives the reports described in subsection (f)(2), the 
Assistant Secretary shall prepare and submit to the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the President pro tempore of the Senate a report 
that assesses the evaluations and includes, at a minimum-- 

(1) the names or descriptive titles of the projects funded under 
subsection (a); 
(2) a description of the nature and operation of the projects; 



(3) the names and addresses of organizations that conducted the 
projects; 
(4) in the case of projects carried out under subsection (a)(1), a 
description of the methods and success of the projects in recruiting 
older individuals as employees and as volunteers to participate in 
the projects; 
(5) in the case of projects carried out under subsection (a)(1), a 
description of the success of the projects in retaining older 
individuals participating in the projects as employees and as 
volunteers; 
(6) in the case of projects carried out under subsection (a)(1), the 
rate of turnover of older individual employees and volunteers in the 
projects; 
(7) a strategy for disseminating the findings resulting from the 
projects described in paragraph (1); and 
(8) any policy change recommendations relating to the projects. 

(h) Definitions- As used in this section: 
(1) MULTIGENERATIONAL ACTIVITY- The term `multigenerational 
activity' means an activity that provides an opportunity for 
interaction between 2 or more individuals of different generations, 
including activities connecting older individuals and youth in a child 
care program, a youth day care program, an educational assistance 
program, an at-risk youth intervention program, a juvenile 
delinquency treatment program, a before- or after-school program, 
a library program, or a family support program. 
(2) MULTIGENERATIONAL COORDINATOR- The term 
multigenerational coordinator' means a person who-- 

(A) builds the capacity of public and nonprofit organizations to 
develop meaningful roles and assignments, that use the time, 
skill, and experience of older individuals to serve those 
organizations; and 
(B) nurtures productive, sustainable working relationships 
between-- 

(i) individuals from the generations with older 
individuals; and 
(ii) individuals in younger generations.  

 


